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The quality of your written communication, including appropriate use of punctuation and grammar, 
will be assessed in your answer to question 5.
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Case study for use with questions 1 and 2 in Section A

Osian is 2 years old and lives in a rural village with his mother, Amy. Since separating from Amy a 
year ago, Osian’s father has lived in a nearby town. Osian is supposed to see his dad every other 
weekend, but he often fails to turn up. Amy became pregnant with Osian when she was 18 years 
old and still at school. Amy would like to work but doesn’t think that she would be able to afford the 
childcare costs and thinks she hasn’t got suitable qualifications. Amy receives benefits, which is 
her only income, and often finds it difficult to afford nutritious food and new clothes for Osian. Amy 
has little support as her parents have moved overseas and most of her friends are at university. 

Osian has had few opportunities to socialise with other children. Amy took him to a parent and 
toddler group, but became concerned as he increasingly demonstrated behaviour that challenges 
around the other children. Amy decided to stop attending as she was worried and embarrassed by 
his behaviour.

Osian’s behaviour included:

•	 becoming angry and upset when having to share toys
•	 throwing or deliberately breaking toys
•	 taking toys away from other children
•	 refusing to take turns
•	 pushing, hitting and biting other children. 

As part of Flying Start provision, Osian was offered a place in the village nursery when he turned 
two. Katya, the nursery supervisor, who will also be Osian’s keyworker, has visited the family at 
home. Amy has expressed her concerns over Osian’s behaviour around other children as well as 
her financial difficulties. Katya explained that the nursery is in a Flying Start area which will help 
Amy financially and they discussed strategies to support Osian to settle at nursery and socialise 
with other children.  

Katya explained that as part of the Foundation Phase Framework, children are observed for any 
additional learning needs and to identify any developmental issues that may require extra support.
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SECTION A

Answer all questions.

1.	 Read the case study on Osian and answer the questions below.  

	 (a)	 Outline three factors that may have had a negative influence on Osian’s development.
			   [6]
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	 (b)	 Describe the features of emotional and social development for a 2 to 3-year-old child 
such as Osian.	 [6]
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	 (c)	 Explain the strategies and approaches Katya could use to support Osian to develop 

positive behaviour at nursery. 	 [8]
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2.	 Katya has observed that Osian has some difficulties in communicating his needs and this may 
be affecting his behaviour. 

	 (a)	 Analyse how continuing observations can help Katya to support Osian to communicate 
his needs to develop positive behaviour patterns. 	 [6]
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	 (b)	 Katya has decided to use positive reinforcement with Osian. 
		  Describe positive reinforcement in terms of Skinner’s behavioural theory and evaluate 

its effectiveness in promoting positive behaviour patterns in a child such as Osian.	 [14]
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SECTION B

Answer all questions.

3.	 (a)	 Describe the expected pattern of language development for a child from birth to 3 years.  
			   [6]
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	 (b)	 Explain how practitioners could apply Piaget’s theory of cognitive development to 
support the intellectual development of children.	 [6]
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	 (c)	 Analyse how physical play can promote the holistic development of a child aged 
4 to 6 years.	 [8]
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4.	 Play underpins all areas of development in the Foundation Phase Framework.  

	 (a)	 Explain the purpose of play in supporting children’s development.	 [6]
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	 (b)	 Describe how any two types of play may support key areas of development within the 
Foundation Phase.	 [8]
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	 (c)	 For most children play is spontaneous, although some children may need help and 
encouragement.

		  Analyse how play therapy can benefit and support children with specific individual 
needs.	 [8]
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5.	 Matthew is fifteen. His mother died last year and his father had to stop working to care for 
Matthew and his younger brothers. Due to financial difficulties, the family have sold their 
house and moved to a new town.

	 Matthew is finding it difficult to settle at his new school and frequently displays rude, 
aggressive and disruptive behaviour in class. He was previously a good student, but he now 
lacks engagement in school, has been in trouble for fighting with other students, and has not 
attempted to make friends.

	 The school uses Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL) as a strategy for 
decreasing undesired behaviours.

	 Describe the factors affecting Matthew’s behaviour and discuss how the SEAL strategy could 
help and support him.	 [18]
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